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February 1947
My dear fellow workers,

Many requests have come to us both from our miesionaries and friends
for aome sort of montrly news c¢ircular or rerort of what is haprening
in the Migsien. Many tgings cannot be reported in WORLD VISION but
should sorehow be rade known to "ourselvea® and our prayinc friends so
that we can be in closer touch all thioush the ranks and unite in rrayer
about ther. To try to reet this need ‘r. » smgll way we hore to pet to-
gether the most irrortant ratterc each month and circulate ther "Just
Arong Oureelves™. This will be the firet letter. ™e hope that you
will keep ue suprlied with fresh up~to-date inforration about your-
selvee and your work and that you will fesl free to make any sucgestions
ghichlwill help to strengthen our fellowshir in the furtherance of the
ospel.

By far the roet rorentous harpening thie year has been the change which
our brother and leader John Carleen hae rade. You know of course that
he had boen led to mccert a call fror the Evangelical Lutheran Church
to be one of their evangelists. He began his new work on January lst.
He feels that this new call will give hin far greater latitude for the
work of evangelisr and revival which lie cloee to hie heart. He

believes too that in this new capacity he will be able to serve the
interests of the Mission in a way which has not been possible heretofore

and in rlaces which have not been Open to us. We rejoice with him in
his new work and pray God's richest blessings upon him and his ministry.

God has thus called aside into other service our two founders and
leaders. Brother Weinhardt went to be with the Lord last fall and now

brother Carlsen has left for a large ministry in evangelism. We thank
God for these men. They struck out in faith in a day when other men

clung timidly to the shore linc, and they pionecred the way before us.

We have entered into eir labors re ;qgrﬁgggaAtheyuhave powed. —
Thelr coura euﬁw;exﬂEf%E‘Eﬁé‘tﬁETrﬁggﬂgﬁT'ﬁ%éﬁac ed vision have chal-
lenged us all. "Rererber your leaders, those who sproke the Word of God

to you; consider the outcore of their life, and initate their faith."

Heb. 13:7

I am eure we have all f=1t that these changes have thrust us in a fresh
way uron God. The Bolivia field has had to get alonp es well me poss-
ible without the guiding hand of stemdy leadership. £2nd they have done
magnificently well. They have rulled togethar and have gatiently
walted for Cod's way., It has been a great joy to hear of souls who
have been saved at various rlaces and of good progress in epreading the
Gospel.,

We have been locking earncstly to God to give us a wan to take Rev.
Weinhardt's place. VNow it sacms that God has given us the ran. Rev.
Arthur Gustafson (Augustana Synod) has rede aprlication to the Mission
to go to Bolivia. He is 2 nastor at Newran Grove, Nebrasks and has
been 2 etrong friend of the Vission from the beginning. The Miseion
Council has aceepted hir and his farily and has aprointed hir to be the
provieional leader of the fiald in Bolivia until the woxk en the field
io unified under direct leadership and the field conferemce oan elect
its own leader. Just now he ie making out his aprlication for passport.
This 18 quite 4 venture and undertaking for the Gustafsons with their
large farily of 8ix children, and I know that we will all want to en-
gage_in nruch earnest rrayer on their behalf. There will be the usual
problems of gathéring equiprent, obtaining funds =nd passage for
travelling, and a place to live upon arrival, But wse know that God ig
able to sec ther through, and we are looking for the way to open bafore
them.

The question was raleed at a recent Counoil meeting as to how the Coun-
311 and the Executive Conrittee could be relieved of having to meet so
often to go over many detailsd ~ffairs. Most of the men on the Counoil -
have their hande more than full with their own callings. The pastors ;
are on 2ll kinds of cormittees =nd boards and too often the main
business of the "Word of God and prrayer®™ in their rinietry is cut short.
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azd so the sugpcetion w~e radc thit in pl-oc of c¢c~llins the cxecucive
sonrdttec together co often 2 ocnaller cornittce corposed of 1.y nen
could be forred to 2ssist the Goneral Dircctor im caring for the detalle
of the work ~nd in maring decicions. This cuggestion w2e well rcceived
a2 comrittce of three was ar-ointod, Mr. Horry N. Anderson, Kr.
w.lter Klein, ~nd l'r. Olof Twadt. Thes: are three lay men fron the
Souncil and they will assist the Goneral Director in the saze way that
the Executive Comrittee has done this baefore.

't the annual r:z2ting of thc ¥iseion last fall, Rev. Conrad struck 2
zey note for the coming year by reading the well known raeeage in
“s~iah, "Lenecthen thy cords and strencthen thy staice." It h=8 been a
feeling with us that we have bean in grave danger of running ahced of
“he Lord in wany of the rlane —hich we havz entertained. At the 1last
‘ouncil meetine this was cspeci=lly emphasized. There is a nced for
3srengthening our stakes, consolidating our gains. Befors we know it we
ray b2 out beyond our derth =nd be unable to swir. And so it was felt
that we should taks a firr hold of those things which the Lord has
clearly given us to do =nd wake strong our etakes. With this in rind
¢he Council set itseclf to rcvicy our work and then makc such adjustrante

=g sa2red to ba nacessary.

You have heard that Rev. !". H. 8and rcturned fromr Colorbia with = visioer

to instigate an erigration rovorant of Christi=mo to Latin Arcriea. Ha
folt that the regular work of misgions could be %reatly supplerc nted by
the help of non-rrofessional Christian riesionaries who would core in
and settlc on farms or in busincss places and meake their own living in
this way. Wc believe that this is 2 good vieion and that thcre are rany
of our Christian peorlc who would like to launch out in this way just =as
their fathors did a century ago. But it scers outside the scope of our
conrission as a Mission to sponsor such a movoment. And so it wae de-
cided to release Rev. Sand fror all connection with the Mission so that
he could freely rove around in the Church and among other misslons to
further the idea of such Christisn emigration. As a Miesion we will
seck to kcep alive the idee of non-professional missionary scrvice in
our meetings, but we shall leave it altogether to individuals themsclves
to worTk ouk the motual deing oF i ¢ - to-a-0loee -the -
activitiee of the Misgion in Colombia. Virginia Antonson has joined the
new field of the E.L.C. in Colorbia 2nd Adcline Tenncs will carry on her

school as a private rrojcot.

For a lcng whil: we have felt the nced of having =2 hendbook of princi-
ples and practicss to cover the genaral work of our Mission. We¢ lack
that unifying factor and have feclt kcenly the lack of it when facing
certain problers which ariss. In a2 faith mission like ours it arrocars
increasingly neccseary and important that we adopt certein general poli-
sics of oporation. Without any qu2stion ona of thc strong roints of the
Chine Inland Mission, for exarrle, has baen th2ir careful and faithful
~dh2rence to the linaes of their calling =as clearly ezt down for all to
sea. You will be interasted to know that a rough sketch has been drawn
up for such a handbook and that the Council now has 1t under considera-
tion. I surroee that after the Council has had an oprortunity to work
it over, it will then be sent to the ficlds for their comsidcration. It
ig still too rough to bo sant out to all of yéu, but wvhen it has been
Ynocked sround herz first and cleaned c¢f its rough edges then you will
211 get a cory to study =nd can rake suggestions for its improverent,

.

Wg heve been thinking of waye by which new candidates oan dbe thoroughly
taught in the vision, the work, and thc rolicies of the Mission before
they leave for the £i21d. Experisnoo has been showing the great irpor-
tance of thie. ™o have folt the nezed for a Miseion Candidates Course in
which such instruction can be given. No exact plans have been rade yet
but wa are thinkinf of having such a course twice a year for si weeks.
During this tire all the candidates or rrospective candidates will live
at the Mission Home where the course will be given and will heve much
tire for rrayer, oren forur, fellowshir, and instruction. Perhaps in
sore casce rorz tire will be needed. 1If so, = longer course can be
arranged. This will have to be learned by experience.
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¥For one thinr we would like to be able to give 2 very therough study of
asch of our fislde to these who sors. Sors may not have their ~=all
clear 2nd a close study of the fields wey help ther tc eee where 1t is
that the Lord ies calling ther. In preraring this part of the course you
folks on the field can be of big help. We will need all the inforration
we can get. May I asck you to think and rray about this? Photographe of
the town you live in, the house you live in, of sore of the natives, and
local scenes Will be of irmense value. A general sketch of the whole
field,--stations occupied, statione unocoupied, rossible new stations,
etc. will be helpful. Tell just what you are doing. What property ie
owned by the mission, what is rented? What are the rente? What do you
see to be the nature of the mission's comrission in your field? What do
you believe to be God's objective for you and the Migsion on your field
for the ooming year? For the next five years? What are your chief ob-
stacles? ™hat new workers are needed? How zmany new workers can be
fruitfully employed on your field? What kind of work would they be do-

ing if they were to some to your field? These are just a few queetions
to lead your thinking.

We will look forward to getting whatever material you can send that will

help us to give prosrective candidates a grigping and clear vision of
your field and work. Make it real and practical. We are looking for the

Lord of the Harvest to send forth laborers into the work, and raterial
1ike this will helr to give ther some direotion.

This has been a recital of hore affaire mostly. Ag we hear from you we
will be able to reflect better the hapreninge of the fields in this cir-
cular. Our warrest love and fellowship gees out to each one in our

widely scattered League. May the Lord be your etrength and ghield in
everything.

Youres for Christ's Kingdom,
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PILIDG —Paul-J+ bindell, Director




